
In this month's newsletter, you'll find all the information you need to
know for both World Equestrian Center locations in February.

Watch Us Grow

A new era lies ahead for World Equestrian Center – Ocala as The Riding Academy
Hotel begins accepting reservations for 2024. The 390-suite hotel is the newest
addition to World Equestrian Center – Ocala, joining The Equestrian Hotel, which
currently offers 248 luxury rooms and suites to guests at the world-class equestrian
complex. 

The Riding Academy Hotel’s spacious accommodations will be pet-friendly, with a
range of studios and suites designed for comfort and convenience. Separate sleeping
and living quarters and in-room coffee makers are among the featured highlights, and
guests can upgrade to enjoy a pool view, balcony access or additional in-room
space. 

Learn More
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Get Ready for the Longines League of Nations™

The North American qualifier for the Longines Leagues of Nations™ will be held at
World Equestrian Center – Ocala on March 19-23, 2024. Tickets are now available

for purchase.

Learn More

The Longines Leagues of Nations™ series kicks off in Abu Dhabi on February 8-11,
2024.

Meet the Course Designer for 2024 WEC – Ocala Winter
Spectacular Show Series X CSI4*/CSI2*: Gregory Bodo

Gregory Bodo (FRA) is the course designer for the 2024 WEC – Ocala Winter
Spectacular Show Series X CSI4*/CSI2*, taking place on March 5-10. He will be
assisted by Pieter Vitse (BEL), who is also the resident course designer for
Peelbergen Equestrian Centre in the Netherlands.

Bodo was recently appointed the co-course designer with Santiago Varela for the
2024 Paris Olympic Games. He is an FEI Level IV course designer and has been
designing for 22 years. He was the assistant course designer at the 2014 FEI World
Equestrian Games™ 2014 in Normandy, France, where he first worked with Varela,
and the 2017 FEI Jumping European Championships for Children, Juniors, and
Young Riders in Šamorín, Slovakia.

In 2017, Bodo built his first Longines FEI Jumping World Cup™ qualifier in Lyon,
France, and served as assistant course designer at the 2018 Longines FEI Jumping
World Cup™ Final in Paris and the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games.

"I am delighted to be coming to World Equestrian Center for my first trip to Ocala,"
shared Bodo. "From Europe, I hear all the great things regarding the WEC facilities,
the venue itself and the high-quality sport. Those are all the things we need for top
competition.

"I am going to work as usual, keeping in mind the horse welfare, which is paramount,"
he continued. "I like courses that require forward moving with a good balance control
on behalf of the riders. I prefer to present challenges to the riders rather than to the
horses, so the athletes need to think about the technical elements and make choices.
People know me for building delicately, subtly, with light material and never tough –
not too high or too wide."

February Event Calendar

World Equestrian Center – Ocala:

Grandview World Nights: February 8-10 – Head to Arena 5 to experience the
elegance and power of the most majestic breeds of horses. This competition features
Clydesdales, Belgians and Percherons; which are the largest horses in the world.

Purchase Tickets

Make a Reservation

Save the Date

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington:

Valentine's Day Trivia: February 9 – Starting at 6:00 p.m. at the Paddock Club, love is
sweet, so try to win a treat.

Valentine-Themed Braiding Contest: February 10 – Bring your Valentine over to
Vendor Village from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

DJ Night with Chris Lutz: February 17 – Jam out with DJ Chris Lutz at the Paddock
Club from 6:00 p.m. to midnight.

Tic-Tac-Toe Bean Bag Relay: February 24 – After the grand prix at the Sanctuary
Warm-Up Ring, how fast can you go to get three in a row?

Monthly Event Calendar

Competition Calendar
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World Equestrian Center – Wilmington

2024 Winter in the Midwest Dates

Winter Classic 9: February 7-11
Winter Classic 10: February 14-18
Winter Classic 11: February 21-25
Winter Classic 12: February 28-March 3
Winter Classic Spring Forward: March 6-
10
Winter Classic 14: March 13-17
Winter Classic 15: March 20-24
Winter Classic 17: April 3-7
Winter Classic 18: April 10-14

Winter in the Midwest Prize List
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World Equestrian Center – Ocala

2024 Winter Spectacular Dates

Winter Spectacular VI: February 7-11 
Winter Spectacular VII: February 13-18
CSI3* 
Winter Spectacular VIII: February 20-25
CSI3* 
Winter Spectacular IX: February 27-
March 3 CSI3*
Winter Spectacular X: March 5-10
CSI4*/2*
Winter Spectacular XI: March 13-17 
Winter Spectacular XII: March 20-24
CSIO5*

Winter Spectacular Prize List

2024 WEC – Ocala Dressage Dates

February 15-18 – CDI3*/USEF/USDF competition
March 14-17 – Two USEF/USDF competitions
March 28-31 – CPEDI/USEF/USDF competition
April 10-14 – CDI4*/USEF/USDF competition
May 22-26 – CDI3*/USEF/USDF competition
July 13-14 – USEF/USDF competition
August 23-25 – Two USEF/USDF competitions
September 19-22 – Great American Insurance Group/USDF Region 3 Dressage
Championships
October 19-20 – USEF/USDF competition
November 14-17 – CDI-W/USEF/USDF competition
December 11-15 – CDI-W/USEF/USDF competition

More Information

WEC – Wilmington Launches Young Hunter and Jumper Incentive
Program During 2024 Winter Season

Michael Janson and Ringo Star PS (coming seven year old)
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Nominate your young hunter or jumper into the Young Horse Incentive Program by
April 1, 2024! A one-time nomination fee for jumpers is $650 and $250 for hunters.

All nominated jumpers will be eligible for the $45,000 Young Jumper Championship.
Entry fees and jumper nomination fees will be FREE for every show through
November 2024.

All nominated hunters will be eligible for the Young Hunter Championship, where they
will be offered back 100% of the nomination fees collected throughout the year as
prize money (with a minimum of $2,500 guaranteed). Entry fees in the Young Hunter
Division will be FREE for every show through November 2024.

More Information

WEC – Wilmington Introduces Summer Schooling Show Series

For the first time, World Equestrian Center – Wilmington is pleased to introduce the
2024 Summer Schooling Show Series. WEC is thrilled to offer five weeks of
affordable horse show opportunities for exhibitors to compete in our state-of-the-art
outdoor arenas in classes from the walk-trot to the 1.20m jumpers. Stalls are $75,
and entry fees are $25.

World Equestrian Center Summer Schooling Show Dates:

June 14-16, 2024
June 28-30, 2024
July 26-28, 2024
August 23-25, 2024
August 30-September 1, 2024

Prize List Stalls and Entries

Grand Prix Reception and Dining Experience at WEC – Ocala

Join World Equestrian Center – Ocala on Saturday nights during the 2024 Winter
Spectacular Show Series for an unmatched experience. Choose from the Grand Prix
Dining Experience presented by Wheels Up and the Grand Prix Reception
Experience, each offering remarkable views and world-class hospitality. 

Grand Prix Reception Experience 
Reserve a seat with a premium view of the Grand Arena to watch the grand prix
action while you enjoy a reception with included hors d’oeuvres and charcuterie from
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., along with a complimentary drink ticket and dedicated private
cash bar. $75 per person, tax additional

Purchase Grand Prix Reception Tickets

Grand Prix Dining Experience Presented by Wheels Up
With a table offering the most coveted view of the Grand Arena, you can enjoy top-
level equestrian sport under the lights at The Equestrian Hotel. Indulge in a three-
course chef’s dinner featuring complimentary beer and wine. A cash bar will be
available for spirits and bottles of wine from the in-house master sommelier’s
selections. Full circuit tables are available for purchase for 11 weeks of Saturday
night grands prix through January 4, 2024, followed by weekly table sales.

Purchase Grand Prix Dining Tickets

Sponsor of the Month: Antarès Sellier France

For more than 20 years, Antarès Sellier France has been providing equine products
that blend deep knowledge and craftsmanship with a strong passion for horses and
riding. The Antarès research and development team works closely with equine health
professionals throughout the design process and during materials selection.
Therefore, all Antarès products are crafted with both horse and rider in mind, from
custom saddles that perfectly suit the specificities and body shape of each individual
horse, to the innovative anatomical bridles that provide superior comfort. All Antarès
pieces, including helmets and other gear for riders, deliver safety, style and
performance.

Learn More

Vendor Spotlight: LeMieux

LeMieux was founded by former Olympic event rider, Robert LeMieux, and his wife,
Lisa, in 2006. Since then, LeMieux has been dedicated to providing the highest
quality equestrian products at an affordable price, defined by unparalleled technical
expertise. LeMieux is globally recognized for its stunning seasonal collections of
unique, compelling color-match stories as well as outstanding technical saddle pads,
horse wear and blankets. Used by professional riders at the highest level of the sport
and leisure riders alike, LeMieux strives to have every product defined by exceptional
technical benefits, with a focus on style at the forefront of all design.

LeMieux opened its first flagship store in the world at WEC – Ocala on January 11,
2024. In addition, LeMieux will be providing award blankets for all grand prix winners
throughout the year, as well as saddle pads at select events. The brand also has
naming rights to the Outdoor Hunter Arena 3 on the WEC – Ocala showgrounds.

Learn More

UF Veterinary Hospital at World Equestrian Center – Ocala
Offers Equine Rehabilitative Services

The equine veterinarians at the UF Veterinary Hospital at World Equestrian Center –
Ocala offer world-class care, are board-certified in equine sports medicine and
rehabilitation, are well-versed in the demands of each individual sport horse and can
provide a range of rehabilitative treatments and programs to ensure your horse
performs or recovers at its best.

Learn More

World Equestrian Center in the News

The Plaid Horse The Chronicle of the Horse

Ocala StarBanner

FOX 35 Orlando

WEC Social Media Memories

Remember to tag World Equestrian Center and use #worldequestriancenter on
all of your WEC social media posts!

About World Equestrian Center
World Equestrian Center features two premier equestrian and multidisciplinary
venues in Ocala, Florida, and Wilmington, Ohio. 

These exclusive facilities comprise state-of-the-art arenas, expansive stadiums,
versatile outdoor space, sporting fields and well-appointed exposition centers. An
abundance of lodging options and luxury accommodations are conveniently located
on-site, along with shopping and dining throughout each property.

Dedicated to offering great sport and good fun in a family-friendly environment, World
Equestrian Center promises an unparalleled experience for exhibitors, spectators,
vendors, sponsors and retailers built on three core values: Quality. Class. Distinction.

Learn more at wec.net.

Media Contact: 
Justin Garner 
justin.garner@wec.net
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